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LliNKS OF INFORMAllON AS ILLUS- 
^rRATED BY AN OUTPOST 
PROBLEM* 



No btaneh of the Army Service School hm been 
of moH; interest to the onlooker during the pant yeai^ 
than the Sij^nal SehooL In this ^school a class, com- 
posed of five captains and ten lieutenants, all but two 
being line officers, took a course which fitted them 
for llio duties of practical signal work in our service. 
To realise what this embraces one should consult 
their certificates, which show them to have a satis- 
factory knowledge of practical electricity, field sig- 
naling^, installation, maintonanco and practice of field 
lines of information; t<^l('})hony, pbotognii^liy and 
military sketch in^, as well as some minor subjects* 

riio obj^Kits striven forby the Army Signal School 
arc annoiHiced to be; 

**T0 prepare each stucicmt; officer for the active 
and technical duties required in the cas^e of the dec- 
lai'tttion of war immediately;^' and '*to investigate 
and coordinate the whole subject of lines of informa- 
tion by thoroughly technical methods, with the view 
of realizing better and more cliiciont tactical and 
strategical methods of operating armies in cam- 
paiRT^" 

h'or strictly teciniical work a tlnely e(|uipped 
eicctricai laboratory has been installed in the base- 
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mentof the Aeademk building. There the situdent 
goes thmu^^h a practical coume in electricity, tele- 
pboTiy and toicKra|.)hy. The worl; in the i:)Of^inniiip; 
is of necessity elementary but advances far enough 
to cany out the fuBt object of the school, namely, 
proper technical preimratton of tho student for duty 
as a signal oiYmer of the U, Army, 

Butthomo^t absorbini^ task of thiB department 
wag the effori made to carry out the second object, 
namoiy, the pr<*per coi5rdination of lines of infori> 
tion with a view of reRlis^^inf? better and more officii / 
tacHcal and strate^<ical methods of oporatinR nvh, 
in campaign. Here in a broa<i subject, a n>ost n. 
portani one to tlie whole nervice, and^ moreover, ou^ 
that has not been as yet properly ):>rovided for. The 
late conflict between llumUi and .Japan accentuated 
the necesjiity of codrdination between all the parts of 
a great modej^n army in order to gain the maximi^iri 
of resuits. This coordination can only beobtained ^y 
Hues of hiformation ])J O])ei'Iy laid, maintained and 
oporatetl. lUit mch tines cannot be laid, much less 
maintained and o})erated, without a properly ei:iuipped 
and organize<i personnel and without practice, for 
practico make^ pei feet In thk bratich even more than 
in any other of oui^ ssevvice, 

The working method of securing the second ob- 
ject of the school was most practical Company A 
of the Signal Corpse h on duty at the school It is 
divided into four Wim Line Platoons each of these 
beini^ provided with an instx'ument wagon, wire cart, 
operators and messengers. 

The' work was in charji^e of Captain A. C. 
KnowloB, a graduate of tlie Lijieas well as the Signal 
School A sericB of Fieid Problems was originated 
and worked out in detail under conditions simulating, 
as near as may i)e, tlio^e of actual campaigning' 

As the pixiblem of 20 Juno is one of peculiar in- 
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terc8t to the Infantry, it ,o;ive!i in dotail with a map 
ghowiiig the location oF the owtpostH, rcHerven and 
headquarlei^, and the linos over which the wires 
wore \rUL 
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FaH f^eumtumrthf KunHtmy June 20^ 1908. 



Bpeebl Field PmhkMH lAiim of Infornmttoii 

Genera! Sitiiatioti: 

A Eluo arfny atWaneing by PUitte City on Fort 
LeavejnvorUi, KaJ]^>a>i. 

A Red division is concentratini^ at Valley B'allBj 

Special Situation Blue: 

On June 20, I1K)8, the advance guai-d of the Blue 
division, <;onf5i(itinf< of: 

1st Infantry 
2d Infantry 

I St Sciuadmn, 1 nt Cavalry 

Battr^ry A, Hi FiiM Artillery 

I [.m^jIu (Vjtnpajjy, Sigfjal (Jovi:>:s 
Anibulanct,^. Section, 1st Kielcl Hospital 

has been <lireeted to mm the Missouri River and oc* 

Cupy Fort jjoaven worth. 

At 3 i\M. the head of the i^eseiwe of the advance 
j?:uard has reached the west end of the Fort Leaven- 
worth briflp:e ovi'A- tlio Miss{>ia'i Ki\\^r. Tlie advance 
guard eomnmuder has Joined the commander of the 
support on Soutli Merritt Hill, and gives him the fol* 
lowini^ verbal ordei*: 

Advance Guard, 1st Divifiionp 1st Army Corps, 
Fort Leavenworth, Kansas, 
Fieki Oi (h rs 20 June, 08, 3-30 P.M. 

No. 5. 

1. Hostile cavalry patrols are reported in the 

vicniity of East on. Our main hotly has halted for 
the night at Phitte City. Our cavalry has reached 10, 
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2. The advance guard will camp for the night 

at Fort Lieavemvorth. 

8< (a) Colouol Y wWh the Lst an(J 2{\ RattalionB^ 
1st Infantry* and mwn inoiiiited uixlerlies, atid Troop 
A, Cav^i!ry, will iovm thu out|)ost. holding Shcri- 
dan Drive ri<!ge and pat roll i Jig in direction of East on. 

(b) The Signal tnmm will establish and main- 
tain lines; oT inforjnalion connecting^ tlie snpport?^ o.f 
the outpost with outpost commander and the latter 
with advance guard eoritmamler. 

In eane of attacic tlie outijost line will bo liold. 

4. The wagoii8 ol' the outpoKl troops will join 
them. 

5. Messaj^es will reach me on Bouth Merritt 

Hill 

X 

Brigadier Gcneial 

Verbally to mounted ofBcers; by wire to division 
commanders, 

A t the same time he sends a brief mesMge by 
mounted otxlerly to the cavalry commander directing 
him to hold at and await further oixlers. 

Tiie infantry detailed for the outpost has foi^med 
the support during the day*» march. 

Colonel Y issues the following oi^der: 



Outpost, 1st Division, 1st Army Corpse, 
Field Orders South Meri itt Hill, 

No, 1. 20 June, 1908, 4 fm. 

Troops 1 Red Caval i y patrols seen 

Support: near eastok at noon today. 

No, 1, Capt. A. Our main body lias halted at 
Co. A, hit PLATTE on Y> Tlio advance 
1 plat Ti% A, 1st guard will camp for the night 

Cav. at 1 CRT IJCAVEMWORTH, Our 

No, 2, Gapt li cavaUy is at E. 
Cos, C, D, 1st 2, This outpost will hold 

Inl line north hill bhekidan 

1 plat Tr. A, 1st drive ridge atohison hill 

Cav. soUTiiwi^ST hilL 
No. 3, Ca]}t, C. 3, Supi)ort No. I, pof^ted on 
Cos, Et F, Istliift the Millwood road at 11, will 
1 plat Tr* A, Ut hold Hue HrssouRirivGr- ran- 

Cav* COCK hill inchisive. 

1 mtd, orderlies. Support No, 2, ported on 
No* 4^ Cape, I). Siieeidan drive between bkll 
Cos, G, H, 1st Inl point and wagner point, will 
1 plat Tr* A, 1st hold the line HANCOCKhUl, ex- 

Cav, elusive (haileoad cut inclu- 

sive). 

Support No, 8, posted on atchisok hill, will hold 
the line railroad cut exclusive, GOVii;RHMKNT hill 

inclusive. 

Support No- 4, posted on southwikst hill, will hold 
line GOVERNMENT hill exclusiv^jf liARNES* road in- 
clusive, 

The supports will intrench their position. In erne 
of attack we are to be minforeed, 

4* The waivong of the supports will join them. 
5* Messa:i<is will reach me at 

Y, 
Colonel 



By buzzer to advance Ruard cammandor; vorb- 
ally to company cov^imanders and staff; by mounted 
orderly to Troop A, 1st t'avalry. 

The problem being undemtood, two platoons 
with their outfits trotted out from south of Menitt 
Hill, One of thej^e laid a line to the outpost com- 
umiider at Ej and from there to tlie supports at Atch- 
ison Hill and 62. The other wngon laid wire from E 
to the supports on liBncoek Hill a?Kl II. In all over 
five miles of wire was put down. As the stations 
wore established^ word was teleirraphed back to 
South Merritt Hill At the end of one hoin% men- 
sageii were being received at head^iuartern from all 
the suppoi*ts» 

One of the most remarkable thinp;s about this re- 
markable performance was the fact that tlio parties 
layinR the wire were at all times under control of 
headquarters. At any moment durin the operations, 
Roving or standing, the party could be telegraphed 
to from headcjuarters* The impoii^ance of this in- 
genious arrarorement Ib perfectly apparent to the mil- 
itary man. 

During the moming*s work the remainder of the 

Sip^nal Company gave demonstration of visual and 
wireless Signaiiiig and of scouting by an operator on 
horseback. This man earned on a reel two miles of 
wire, which was run out as he galloped to the flank- 
ing ridge* dismounted, and crawled to the top and 
made s report to the group at the starting point of 
what he saw; 

The day's demonstration was an impressive one 
and opened the eyes of the spectators to the import" 
ant work being accomplished by the Army Signal 
School 



